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This is a free e-book. If you like it and would like to share it with family, friends, and
others in your sphere of influence, please directthemtomywe bsi t e’ s home p
www.bethjones.net so they can subscribe and receive their own free copy. Thank you!

Why do you need to read this e-book?

There are so many other books in the world on intimacy, relationships, marriage,
parenting, friendship, prayer, and a closer relationship with God. You probably have
several dozens of unread ebooks on your computer, waiting for you to just find the time
to read them. Do you really need one more? Why should you read this book now?

What this e-book is Not!
This e-book is NOT:

ac oupl e-sohavegreater-sex manual

a marriage counseling book for couples ready to kill each other

a how-to-make-new-friends-when-I ’-so-self-absorbed book

anot her i n tswefire gs to marersubscsbers and the glamorous

lifestyle you always wanted to live download

a religious treatise on Song of Solomon only being a book of poetry

a seminary theological study on selfless prayer

a 12-steps program to finding God

a do-whatever-you-want-and-God-will-bless-you-anyway license

a name-it-claim-it-lay-hands-on-my-favorite-car-and-believe-for-it formula

a testimony of all the tebrwti brloew tih'ivneg sm

and Heawssome story (although that is true)

1 aJoyce Meyer, Beth Moore, Kay Arthur, Donna Partow, Joel Osteen, Rick
Warren (or any other well-known Bible teacher) best-selling book

i a people-just-need-to-understand-t h athe-rede-way-I-am permission slip.
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This e-book will help you to have closer relationships with people through
deeper, daily intimacy with God!

What this ebook does have is specific action steps you can take to draw nearer to God
TODAY to have a more intimate relationship with Him, and as a result then have more
intimacy (better relationships) with other people! These proven steps are easy to do,
can give you a closer relationship with God right now, and have the potential for long-
term growth in your faith and relationships with others.

We can stay where we are, self-absorbed, stunted, disgruntled, confused, and unhappy
in our faith and in our relationships, or we can grow, maximizing our potential,
discovering exciting possibilities and becoming more mature, fulfilled, giving people who
live out our purpose and make a real impact and an eternal difference in this world.
Which do we choose today?

| encourage you to start right now, getting as close to God as you can get, like the

bel oved disciple John who | ay on Jesus’ Dbre

Jesus and di dn’ t InMianmwe liva and nhoeetand Haverourgeing. (Acts
17:28) As we get closer to God, falling deeper in love with Him, our relationships with
other people will also become closer, more intimate, and happier.

Are you ready? Let’' s di v-aithiGodtamdotheise dept hs
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1. Monopoly: I'want the Scottish terrier dog!

Would you like to be closer to God and to loved ones, friends, and those around you?

Do you have trouble in your relationships with peopleand can’t qui te fig
do about it? The secret to success in relationships with others is really very simple. | t ' s

like the board game Monopoly®.

When | was growing up, our family loved to play the board game Monopoly®. (Today |

would prefer the 1978 Neiman Marcus, edible, all-chocolate edition of Monopoly®,

which was retailed at $600.) As a child, | always wanted the Scottish terrier dog for the

game as MY token. To play Monopoly®, you havetof i r st deci de who or
going to be and exactly what you want so that you can win.

Do you want to be the top hat? The ship? The old boot? The newer version includes a

laptop, a cell phone, aplane,and a McDonald’s French fry as
the game in Europe use Visa-branded debit cards instead of cash. (Give me the laptop

and phone!) You have to know your role, who you are, to begin the game.

So | et’ s WhoareyouzWhatrare you really about? Where do you want
to go in life? What is your purpose? What is the point of everything?

If the Big Bang is true, stop reading this and go do something really stupid like
having an affair or quitting your boring |j
matter tomorrow

Everything didn’t start woipbirtinanyting gr anyane g . | f
Il n that <case, it  mezadensal, mearingless, @aludlessrblmbs dfo m,
tissue, coming from who knows what and going nowhere. When we di e, we’ r e
that’'s i1it, 1t was fun while It | asted!
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If the Big Bang is true, whether we dig a child out of the rubble from the earthquake in
Chile to save her life, or we kill someone in a moment of road rage like Abel did with
Cain, 1t doesn’ tsnoeare bryeasoratd anyhing, nolplrgoseeno
significance to | ife. We s 4999, decaase hotheg t ,
really matters.

Okay, maybe there is a higher purpose to life than my selfish whims

Back to Monopoly®. We have to know who we are, our role in life, just as we have to
decide which token to choose in Monopoly®. God is the creator of the world and He
created you and me for a HOLY purpose, for a certain,significant major role to play. God
i's compl ete i n an djustgétbdred ome @l dnd figufesl that Hd h d t
make some little clay people to play with. He decided out of the great love in His

heart to make an entire universe (andevenmany uni ver ses that
know about) to share it with others T the angels in heaven and human beings, a

great cloud of witnesses to His glory. (Hebrews 12:1-2)

The angels in heaven watched in awe as His hands formed the first man Adam out of
clay in His image, and breathed life into Him. Then they were astounded as He the
divine Physician put Adam to sleep, took out a rib, and made his help-meet and friend
Eve. (Genesis 2:7, Genesis 2: 21-22) God made man and woman in His image to
have an intimate relationship with them.
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When mankind sinned, God made a way for that broken relationship to be restored
through the death, burial, and resurrection of Jesus Christ. Our relationship with Him is
like that of a groom and a bride. (Matthew 9:15, John 3:29, Song of Solomon 4:9,
Revelation 21:9) He also calls us friend.

Our primary purpose is that of the bride of Christ, worshipping God and being
intimate with Him. Jesus showed us this sacrificial love for God by His redemptive
work on the Cross. He teaches us that kind of agape love and deep intimacy by
faithfully serving God and us his radiant bride. Jesus showed His disciples an example
of this selfless service when He washed their feet. (John 3:1-17)

Our secondary purpose is a specific mission which God has pre-ordained for our
lives from the beginning of time. (Jeremiah 1:5) It is our job to discover what that
purpose and mission is, and then to fulfill it. God has a unique and great plan for YOUR
life!

One of the ways we find out what our purpose is in life is by discovering and
tapping into our spiritual gifts. (These are found in 1 Corinthians chapters 12-14;
Romans 12; Ephesians 4; and 1 Peter 4.) God reveals this life purpose to us through
the study of His word, godly counselors,
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Just as in Monopoly, we start at “ G qdur birth), move forward in life toward our ultimate
destiny in Christ, and then experience death, which is simply a doorway into eternity,
where we as Christians will be rewarded for what we did.

God created you with incredible gifts that He wants to use for His glory. Find out
what they are, and begin using them. An excellent resource on the spiritual gifts is The
Gifts and Ministries of the Holy Spirit by Lester Sumrall. http://www.amazon.com/Gifts-
Ministries-Holy-

Spirit/dp/088368652X/ref=sr_1 1?ie=UTF8&s=books&qid=1268776559&sr=8-1

Another resource is The Three Colors of Ministry by Christian A. Schwarz.
http://www.amazon.com/Colors-Ministry-Trinitarian-ldentifying-
Developing/dp/1889638161/ref=sr 1 1?ie=UTF8&s=books&qid=1268776657&sr=1-1

In this life we will face making many good or bad decisions in dating relationships,
marriage, career, ministry, jobs, education, etc., just as we choose in Monopoly whether
to buy Baltic Avenue or Boardwalk.

Everything in our lives, all the decisions we make, flows from our relationship
with God: whether we walk in obedience to Him and have an intimate relationship with
Him, we are indifferent to Him, or we even outright rebel against Him.
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Our relationships with our spouse, children, parents, siblings, relatives and in-laws, boss
and co-workers, friends, neighbors, the Walmart cashier, the postal worker, the guy

who’s riding your tail on the freemommy t hat
blogger friends, your career coach, your pastor, that woman at church or in town that
you just can’t stand, the successful writer

and envy, all are affected by how close we are to God, how intimate we are with Him.

God is the one who created all of us, in His image. The closer we are to God, the

better webdre able to relate to our fell ow mlan

the ability to love them.

2. Yeah, but that woman is nothing like God!

Maybethere’ s someone in your | ife that yofiiéende havi

who never calls you, a strong-willed child, the check-out cashier in the speed lanewh o’ s
slowas molasses, or that woman at work who thinks

| was raised in the south, and was taught from a young age to always be polite, pouring
on that southern charm. (Southern women canbe veryc har mi ng, even whenr
downright nasty. Watch the movie Steel Magnolias to see what | mean.) This politeness
included waving to strangers from our wrap-around, front porch as they drove past our
house, saying “yes sir” to mysspnersweattea’ wor k
(gobs of sugar with a little tea added), and NOT saying exactly what | think if someone

said somethingthatmadememad. (1’ ve never qQquite conquer e
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Relationships with people are complicated and sometimes really hard. But we are

to love people likewedo God.You may be thinking,sndthingat we@ me
l' i ke God!"” Maybe you’re a Christoancaahnd y‘ou
stand THAT woman! That woman was made in Gjod

and all — just as you are His child (flaws and all').

The only way possible for you (and me) to be able to truly love THAT woman is by
God’' s phisnagape love within us. To have that agape love from God, first we
must receive Jesus Christ as our Lord and Sjav
Secondly, we have to spend time with God each day in His presence through
prayer, studying the Bible, and worshipping God.

The four types of love in the Bible

When the scriptures were translated into English, one word was used for love, but the
Greek language actually had four different words for love: phileo, eros, storge, and
agape. These are often progressive in nature. ALL of the following information is from
the website, Truth or Tradition (I slightly tweaked it to make it more personal):
http://www.truthortradition.com/modules.php?file=article&name=News&sid=743.

Eros is the Greek word from which we get our English word erotic. I1td & sexual

love, the way your husband thinks you are so hot. When this word was used in the
Greek, itreferredt o t he Greek god of | ove. Obviousl yj}] we
God - we usually reserve it for our husband (or a man for his wife).
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Phileo is the Greek word for friendship love, the way that you or | feel about our
girlfriend BFF (Best Friend Forever). It is for people that we feel a special interest in,
who we are really close to and for whom we have a special affection. It implies having
strong emotions for someone or something.

Phileo gets translated for the word love because we even use the word love for things
l'i ke “1 1 ove youwmewKm&ziaml“’l olrovd Betvhe’ snyspeci @l
t o i nt Wexarthave phileo love for our husband and even for Jesus, because

Jesus is our friend and we like Him. (He feels the same way about us!) We can have the
ultimate love (agape) f or our ene mphiesthembut we can’t
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Our family: Leah, Violet, Eden, me, Ray, Annabelle, Heather, Kyle

Storge is the type of love we have for our family — that close-knit love and affection
between parents and children, siblings, and husbands and wives in a good marriage.
't s found i n Ro mahisstorhds,.atdnpound warchneadewp af d
philos (the noun form of phileo) and storge. We should storge other believers in Christ,
because they are our spiritual family.

Agape is the most mature formoflove.l t ' s t he sacrifici al
dying on the cross for our sins, so we could have eternal life with God. Agape love is
the very nature of God, because God is love (1 John 4:7-12, 16). Agape love causes
people to act, to do something. Peopl e usually think | ove
always true. Love is a decision that causes an action - not just a feeling.

ov

S

\v



http://www.bethjones.net/

Special Report: Keys to Intimacy
by Beth Jones
© Copyright 2010 Beth Jones

www.bethjones.net

God so loved (agape) the world that He gaveHi s onl y Son. Gong di dn
that, but it was the loving thing to do to save us. Jesus loved us so much (agape love)

that He diedf or us. He didn’t feel l i ke dying, bu
mother will stay up all night long with a sick child to take care of her, even though she
doesn’t feelagdpeldve 1t . That i s

***At the end of this report is a YouTube video explaining these four types of love,
from Truth or Tradition, where this information was found.

Goddés agape |l ove in us

The only way possible for us to have genuine agape love for other people - whether

they are family, relatives, friends, bosses or co-workers, neighbors, or the dozens of

others who cross our path each day - is to have deep, daily intimacy with Jesus Christ
through prayer, studyi nQutdboudclose relationshipwith d wo
God, love for Him and others will flow out of our hearts.

We hear of this agape love when Jesus met the Samaritan woman at the well in John
4:4-15:

““Now he had to go through Samaria. °So he came to a town in Samaria called Sychar,
near the plot of ground Jacob had given to his son Joseph. ®Jacob's well was there, and
Jesus, tired as he was from the journey, sat down by the well. It was about the sixth
hour.

"When a Samaritan woman came to draw water, Jesus said to her, "Will you give me a
drink?" ®(His disciples had gone into the town to buy food.)

°The Samaritan woman said to him, "You are a Jew and | am a Samaritan woman.
How can you ask me for a drink?" (For Jews do not associate with Samaritans.?)

1%Jesus answered her, "If you knew the gift of God and who it is that asks you for
a drink, you would have asked him and he would have given you living water."
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iy " the woman said, "you have nothing to draw with and the well is deep. Where
can you get this living water? *?Are you greater than our father Jacob, who gave us the
well and drank from it himself, as did also his sons and his flocks and herds?"

“13Jesus answered, "Everyone who drinks this water will be thirsty again, **but whoever
drinks the water | give him will never thirst. Indeed, the water | give him will become
in him a spring of water welling up to eternal life."

>The woman said to him, "Sir, give me this water so that | won't get thirsty and have to
keep coming here to draw water."

Jesus needed to go to Samaria to talk to this woman, who had had five husbands and
was now living with a man. This woman was thirsty, empty. She needed something
more. She found it in Jesus, who gave her what her soul was aching for in life. No
man was ever enough. Only an intimate relationship with God could fill her up.

The Keys to Intimacy

There are some important keys to intimacy with God and other people. Here are
three of those keys of intimacy with God, that we can apply in practical ways to our
relationships with other people. (I will be sharing about more of these strategic keys in
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an upcoming ecourse, so keep an eye out for the announcement in my weekly ezine!).
Just three of these keys are:

1 Time
1 Forgiveness
1 Demonstration of love.

The first key is time. How would you feel if during the week after your wedding, your
husband said to you, “Honey, I really | ove
mor e. Yo u'ngtehayetwsndergand. Butl swear,I| ove you!"”

No, no, no, this would NOT do, and would be totally unacceptable. Yet this is the way
we often act in our relationship with God. He is to be first place in our lives, but we
often make Him fourth, fifth or last place on our list.

Let s | ook at what the Bible has to say about

“Attention, Israel! Gob, our God! Gob the one and only! Love Gob, your God, with

your whole heart: love him with all that's in you, love him with all you've got!

Write these commandments that I've given you today on your hearts. Get them

inside of you and then get them inside your children. Talk about them wherever you

are, sitting at home or walking in the street; talk about them from the time you get up in

the morning to when you fall into bed at night. Tie them on your hands and foreheads as

a reminder; inscribe them on the doorpostsofyour homes and on your ¢
(Deuteronomy 6:4-8, The Message)

We spend time with people we love and deeply care about. Take the example of a
child who has been sent away to boarding sc
time for all of them, but the parents felt it was for the best because of the superior

education their child will receive.
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The child waits every day for a letter in the mail from his father and his mother; instead,
he receives a hastily signed card with $200 on his birthday and at Christmas each year.
That is the only contact he gets from his parents!

He would much prefer an afternoolisthesamesi t e
in our relationship with God. He just wants to be with us! (To learn more about this

topic, check out my ebook Walking With God. http://www.bethjones.net/my-
products/walking-with-god-ebook-now-available/)

To have close intimacy in any given relationship, we have to spend time with that

person — both in quantity and in quality. We see Jesus often pulling away from the

crowds to seek solitude with God in the mountains. If Jesus the Son of God did this,
shouldn” t we?

On http://www.allaboutprayer.org/gods-call-for-intimacy.htm, Br enda Cr ai g wrji
cannot know someone you don’t spend time wi
contact with someone over a period of time. Trust is built, confidence grows, and

hearts change, becoming endeared to one another. Did you ever think about the

fact that God is already waiting foryou? What an awesome thought:
allthatisorever wi | | be is waiting to talk with vy
That is right! God is just waiting for you
condemned. We don’'t have to get all/l cleaned up b
us up by the podverWefddesushabéeé oo pray | on
with God. Asndwe donét have to spend h;oyourcantakeer y d

just a few minutes every day to get alone with God and talk to Him. Just take five.
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***View my video trailer, fAGet away, 0 at th

Just as we take out time every day to be with God, we need to spend time with the
people we love. Time = love. No excuses, no holding back, no regrets.

Another key to intimacy is forgiveness. One of the most well known scriptures in the
Bible is John 3:16-18 (The Message):

“This is how much God liscSerelds otelared ondlyGonl Ahd He

this is why: so that no one need be destroyed; by believing in him, anyone can have a
whole and lasting life. God didn't go to all the trouble of sending his Son merely to
point an accusing finger, telling the world how bad it was. He came to help, to put
the world right again.o

Jesus didn’t die on the cross in vain
abundant life. He died so that we would be forgiven by God. We candét have
authentic relationship with God or anyone if there is no forgiveness.

God is a holy God, and the only way we can approach Him in His holiness is in perfect
righteousness. “ For everyone has sinned; we al
(Romans 3:23, NLT) The only way God can accept us and forgive us is through
the shed blood of Jesus Christ for the remission of our sins. (1 Peter 1:18-19)
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Just as there must be forgiveness between God and us, we also need to forgive as an
important part of our relationships with people. Jesus commands us in John 15:12 to
love each other as He has lovedus. When we dondét forghote ot her
agape loving them. Unforgiveness keeps us from having intimacy.

Do you have a wall of unforgiveness in your heart?

Unforgiveness, grudges, resentments, anger, and bitterness will keep up walls
between us and those we love. These things also keep us the prisoner. Matthew 6:15
says that i f we don’t forgive others, God wj

Forgiveness i s very hgape&venodlowthrough gon,aothéakte Go d
minister to your heart and theirs. It removes all hindrances and barriers in

communication. It allows you to enjoy one another again. You will love being around

each other, talking, and laughing.
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A third key to intimacy is demonstration of love. So many people want God to
demonstrate physically to them that He loves them through blessings like prosperity,
good health, successful careers or ministries, close relationships with loved ones, a
problem free life, etc. But they fail to demonstrate their own love for Him such as
through obedience to His word, the tithe, praise, worship, and prayer.

A husband and a wife often progress from having just the eros (erotic) love to an agape
(unconditional, God’s nat ur e) hysioaldemonsBatitn
of their love for each other through hugs, kisses, affectionate pats, and passionate sex.
They should keep it hot all their lives! A love without any demonstration grows stale.

One of the most powerful stories in the Bible about this demonstrative type of
love is found in Song of Solomon.( You knew | couldn’t wr

bot

t e

without mentioning the So nlgautfdl boSkanthg 8ible di dn’

that is symbolic of the love between Jesus Christ and His Bride the Church.

God is Spirit, invisible to our human eyes, neither male nor female, so we use
anthropomorphisms such as a groom and his bride to depict God. God is the author of
the Bible, so He obviously believed the physical love between this man and his wife was
important to include in His word. Both the Beloved (the man, often believed to be
King Solomon) and the Shulamite (the woman) give very physical descriptions of
each other:

“Bel oved, you are fair, my |l ove! Behol d,
veil. Your hair is like a flock of goats, going down from Mount Gilead. Your teeth are like
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a flock of shorn sheep which have come up from the washing, every one of which bears
twins, and none is barren among them. Your lips are a strand of scarlet, and your mouth
is lovely. Your temples behind your veil are like a piece of pomegranate. Your neck is
like a tower of David, built for an armory, on which hang a thousand bucklers, all shields
of mighty men. Your two breasts are like two fawns, twins of a gazelle, which feed
among the Ililies. "5 NN¥ng of Solomon 4:1

Notice the physical senses are involved in this passage: her eyes, hair, teeth, lips, neck,
breasts. He compares these parts of her body to other physical things: doves’  aeyes
strand of scarlet, a pomegranate. There is nothing shy about this man and this woman

in their physical love for each other! They ' re obviously all over

Me and my husband Ray

Of course this type of affection and sexual love should be reserved for marriage. But our
relationships with other people need to include some type of demonstration that we love
them, whether it is encouraging words or a warm hug. In our relationships with each
other, we should physically show our love for each other through unselfish acts of
service, kind affirming words, generous gifts, and physical affection when appropriate.

In our relationship with God, we should also physically demonstrate to Him our love
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through obeying the Bible, generous giving of tithes and offerings, worshipping Him,
having a thankful heart, and loving His children.

If we want an intimate relationship with God and other people in our lives, we can
apply these three keys i time, forgiveness, and demonstration i to become

closer. There are many more keys to developing an intimate relationship with God and
our loved ones that we can learn from the Bible,s uc h as Kswoghip@fGod. d’

| encourage you to begin today to use these three keys to help you grow closer to God
and to those around you, and you will experience a fuller, happier, more fulfilling life.

Email me at elizabethdjones@gmail.com
© Copyright Beth Jones 2010
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Did you enjoy this special report? | ' | sharifgenore keys to intimacy in my future
ecourse, so keep an eye out for the announcement in your weekly ezine. If you are not
signed up already for my personal mailing list/weekly ezine, sign up today at
www.bethjones.net.

View You Tube video from Truth or Tradition on four types of Love:
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=m8z4rJaC3Zo.

View video tr ai lontaking gist®minutesGepull aaay with God.
http://animoto.com/play/yiewPSWZzpaSe5sGAHLzwWA
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